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Global laser market expected to recover positive trend in 2010

Nashua, NH, December 16, 2009—The global market for lasers is expected to grow about 11% in  
2010 bringing total revenues to $5.91 billion for the year, according to a new industry forecast from  
Laser Focus World. 

For the first time since 2000, worldwide laser sales fell during 2009 because of the worldwide recession.  
The new forecast anticipates a return to growth in 2010. Aided by a turnaround in the semiconductor and  
communication equipment business and in the general economic situation, the laser market should pull  
out of the downturn and return to 2006 levels. 

These findings are based on the Laser Focus World annual review and forecast of the laser marketplace, 
 to be presented in detail at the Lasers & Photonics Marketplace Seminar in San Francisco, CA on  
January 25, 2010 (see www.marketplaceseminar.com).

This forecast includes worldwide sales of all types of lasers for use in applications as varied as medicine, 
metal cutting, vision correction, fiber optic communications, and DVD players. 

“Recovery is coming in 2010, but some laser market sectors will do better than others,” said Dr. Tom 
Hausken, analyst at Strategies Unlimited who conducted the survey. 

“There are no ‘hot spots’ – some of the upturn is simply a return to a ‘new normal’ now that inventories are 
depleted, and some is due to pent-up demand,” he said. 

“Semiconductor and display manufacturing tools, biomedical systems, and R&D are already on the rise,”  
notes Hausken, “but slower sectors—such as most of materials processing—will not see growth until late  
2010 or even 2011. 

“And business visibility remains poor,” he said. “Orders can suddenly surge, since there is little excess 
 in the supply chain.”
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About the Lasers & Photonics Marketplace Seminar: Held in conjunction with SPIE’s Photonics West, the Lasers & Photonics  
Marketplace Seminar is a one-day event that analyzes the business of photonics. Now in its 22nd year, the annual seminar provides  
photonics industry decision makers and stakeholders with market information and analysis, a look at emerging opportunities, and a  
forum for networking. The seminar provides a comprehensive market perspective that is unobtainable elsewhere, with market data  
segmented by applications and laser technology from three of the photonics industry’s leading resources: Laser Focus World, which  
delivers global coverage of the entire photonics industry; Industrial Laser Solutions, a primary source of information on industrial laser  
materials processing; and Strategies Unlimited a market research unit of PennWell and the world’s foremost photonics market research  
company. In addition, industry experts present their views and analysis of photonics-market trends, applications development, and 
business outlook. Visit www.marketplaceseminar.com for more information. 

About Laser Focus World: A resource for engineers, researchers, scientists, and technical professionals Laser Focus World provides  
comprehensive global coverage of optoelectronics and photonics technologies, applications, and markets. Laser Focus World has  
conducted its annual market survey of suppliers, customers, and leading analysts of the global laser market for more than 20 years  
(see www.laserfocusworld.com).
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